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SAMUEL, SAUL, DAVID AND SOLOMON. 
(Inductive Bible Studies, Third Series; Copyrighted, 1889.) 

Prepared by William R. Harper, Yale University. 

STUDY XVII.— TOPICS IN CONNECTION WITH 2 SAMUEL 1-12. 

Remarks : 1. After (1) the preliminary work on 2 Samuel (in Studies IX-XII) and 
(2) the examination of the material furnished in the Psalter (in Studies XIII- 
XVI), we may now proceed to consider in detail (1) certain important 
topics relating to the period (Studies XVH-XVIII), (2) a consideration of 
David's reign as a whole (Study XIX), (3) the times and reign of Solomon 
(XX). 

2. In the various methods employed, we should be careful to note closely the 
direct purpose of each treatment, and, for the time being, to confine our 
work and attention to that one thing. 

First Step : 2 Samuel 1-12. 

1. Recall, for the sake of having fresh in mind, the leading facts of 2 Sam. i-is : 

(1) Chap. 1, The tidings of Saul's death ; (2) Chaps. 2 : 1-3 :j, The two King- 
doms at war ; (3) Chaps. 3 :6~4 : 12, The Last of Saul's House ; (4) Chaps. 
j-6, David settled at Jerusalem over all Israel ; (5) Chap. 7, Jehovah's 
promise to David ; (6) Chaps. S, 9, The growth of the Kingdom ; (7) Chaps. 
10 : 1-11 : 1, Wars with Ammon ; (8) Chap. 11 : 2-27, David's Sin ; (9) Chap. 
12, David rebuked and repentant. 

2. In connection with each of these headings, try to bring back all the details ; if 

you find it impossible, or even difficult, go to the text and read the narra- 
tive over again. 

3. Still further, make it a point to connect with this historical matter the material 

furnished by the Psalms, following closely the classification of the Psalm- 
material suggested in the preceding " Studies." 

Second Step : The Song of the Bow* (1 : 17-27) ; David's Heirship. 

I. The Song of the Bow : (1) Look up in Bible Dictionaries what is said of 
the Book of Jasher and find other references to this same book in the 
Scriptures ; (2) Select the words and phrases which are more or less obscure, 
and with the aid of such helps as are within reach, ascertain their meaning : 
(a) high places (v. 19) ; (b) Tell it not in Gath (v. 20) ; (c) daughters of the 
uncircumcised (v. 20) ; (d) not anointed with oil (v. 21) ; (e) lovely and pleas- 
ant in their lives (v. 23) ; (f) swifter than eagles (v. 23), etc., etc. ; (3) Study 
the force of each individual verse in the song ; and ascertain the logical 
connection between it and the verses which precede and follow ; (4) Decide 
upon the theme of the song and show how it stands related to the circum- 
stances with which it is connected ; (5) Consider some of the leading char- 
acteristics of the piece, e. g., its poetic beauty, the loyalty which it exhibits, 
the tender love which it breathes ; (6) Explain how David in view of his 

* Consult the various commentaries in loco. 
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personal relations to Saul and his knowledge of Saul's character could have 
given utterance to such sentiments ; (7) What is the important religious 
lesson taught us by the song as a whole ? 
2. David's Heirship : Read 2 Sam. 1 : 2, 10 ; 3:9, 10, 17, 18 ; 5 : 1, 2, and consider 
the feeling of the people in reference to David's heirship to the throne of 
Saul ; (2) Formulate the reasons which led the people to elect him King over 
all Israel; (3) Compare 1 Chron. 11:3; 1 Sam. 9:16; 1 Sam. 25:30 and 
decide whether there seems to have been made some special divine declara- 
tion through Samuel in reference to the heirship; (4) Are we to suppose 
that the anointing of David by Samuel (1 Sam. 16: 12, 13) had remained a 
secret from the nation ? (5) Can you find any ground in Scripture for the 
view that David was a conspirator and a usurper? (6) If such a view can- 
not be substantiated by statements from Scripture, upon what does it rest ? 
(7) What objection is there to the position that the account given us is 
one-sided, prepared in the interest of David and his successors ? 

Third Step : Royalty in Israel ; Important Localities. 

1. Royalty in Israel; From a study of 1 Sam. 24 : 6 ; 26 : 9, 11, 16 ; 31 -.4 ; 2 Sam. 

1 : 14, 16 ascertain the feeling of the people in reference to the person of the 
King; (2) Indicate the reasons which existed for this feeling, e. g., was it 
because the King was appointed by God? or because he was the representa- 
tive of God? (3) Gather, from available sources, information in reference to 
the sacredness of royalty among other people, e. g., Assyrians, Persians, 
Greeks ; (4) Contrast the facts in the case, as they existed in Israel and out- 
side of Israel, and explain the differences. 

2. Important Localities : Note down the substance of each of the following texts 

in so far as it bears upon the place indicated, consulting the concordance for 
additional texts, and a Bible Dictionary for any additional information which 
may have been furnished by modern travelers : (1) Hebron, 2:11, cf. Gen. 23 : 2 
seq. ; Num. 13:22; Josh. 14:13-15; 21:11-13; 1 Sam. 30:31, etc.; (2) 
Mahanaim, 2:8; cf. Gen. 32 : 2 ; Josh. 13 : 26, 30 ; 21 : 38 ; 2 Sam. 17 : 24 ; 
19 : 32, etc. ; (3) Gibeon, 2 : 12 ; cf. Josh. 9 : 3 seq. ; 10 : 2 ; 18 : 25 ; 21 : 17 ; 
2 Sam. 20 : 5-10 ; 1 Kgs. 3 : 4-15 ; 2 Chron. 1 : 3, 5, etc. ; (4) Gezer, 5 : 25 ; cf. 
Josh. 10 : 33 ; 12 : 12 : 16 : 3, 10 ; 21 : 21 ; 1 Kgs. 9:16, etc. ; (5) Damascus, 
8:5; cf. Gen. 15 : 2 : 1 Kgs. n : 23-25 ; 15:18; 20 : 1, 34 ; ch. 22 ; 2 Kgs. 
6:24 seq., etc.; (6) Hamath, 8:9; cf. Num. 13:21; 34:8; I Kgs. 4 : 24 
(cf. 2 Chron. 8:4); 8 : 65 ; 2 Kgs. 14 : 28, etc. ; (7) Rabbah, 11 : 1 ; cf. Deut. 
3:11; Josh. 13 : 25 ; note also Jer. 49 : 2, 3 ; Ezra 21 : 20 ; 25 : 5 ; Amos 
1 : 14, etc. 

Fourth Step : "Jerusalem ; Removal of the Ark. 

I. Jerusalem:* (1) Collect the various names mentioned in connection with Jeru- 
salem, e. g., Zion ; Moriah ; City of David; threshing-floor of Araunah ; the 
Millo ; (2) Study the topography of the city : (a) the plateau itself ; (b) the 
valley on the east ; (c) the valley on the west and south ; (d) the Tyropceon 
valley ; (3) The different views as to the situation of Zion ; (4) Consider the 
significance of its location in Benjamin's territory, yet close to that of Judah ; 
(5) Its suitability for becoming the national capital ; (6) Its advantages as a 

* See especially Kirkpatrick's 2 Samuel, appendix, Note VI : also article on $erusatem in Bible 
Dictionaries ; consult any books on modern travel in Palestine, e. g., Thompson, The Land and 
the Book ; Stanley, Sinai and Palestine. 
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military post ; (7) Its adaptability for becoming the religious center of Israel ; 
(8) Gather together all the references to Jerusalem in the Pentateuch, 
Joshua, and Judges ; (9) Review again the details of its capture from the 
Jebusites by David. 
2. Removal of the Ark:* (1) Read ch. 6 and 1 Chron. 13 ; 15 ; 16, noting down 
all the details of the removal ; (2) Review the psalms which are believed to 
have been written in connection with this event, e. g., Pss. 15, 24, 68, 101, 
132 ; (3) In what sense was this event a merely personal event in David's 
life ; in what sense was it a national movement ? (4) What would be the 
effect of it upon the religious life of the people? (5) Why was the anger of 
Jehovah kindled against Uzzah(6:7)? (6) Compare Num. 3:29-31; 4:5, 
15, 19, 20; 7:9, and determine whether he was acting in accordance with 
the Levitical law ; (7) How will you explain what seems to be the unneces- 
sary severity of the divine action ? (8) Why was not the tabernacle also 
brought to Jerusalem at this time? (9) Consider the view which would 
place the time of the removal of the ark to Jerusalem after rather than before 
David's sin.f 

Fifth Step : Parallel Passages ; Nathan's Prophecy. 

1. Parallel Passages in the Pentateuch : Compare and study the results of 

comparison of (1) 3 : 28 and 4:11 with Gen. 4:11; 9 : 5, 6 ; Num. 35 : 31-34 ; 
Deut. 19 : 13, 19 ; 21 : 7-9 ; (2) of 5 : 1 with Deut. 7:15; (3) of 12 : 9 with 
Num. 15:31; (4) of 12 : 13 with Lev. 20 : 10 ; 24 : 17. 

2. Nathan's Prophecy : (1) Read the chapter (2 Sam. 7) carefully, verse by verse, 

and divide into sections ; (2) Compare closely the phraseology as follows : 
(a) of vs. 1, 11 with Deut. 12 : 10 ; 25 : 19 ; 3 : 20 ; cf. also Josh. 1 : 13 ; 22 : 4 ; 
21 :44 ; 23 : 1 ; Heb. 4:8; (b) of v. 12 with Gen. 15:4; 2 Sam. 16 : 11 ; Isa. 
48 : 19 ; 2 Chron. 32 : 21 ; (c) v. 24 with Deut. 26 : 17, 18 ; Lev. 17 : 45 ; (d) 
v. 23 with Deut. 4 : 7, 8 ; (e) v. 14 with Exod. 4 : 22 ; Deut. 32 : 6 ; (3) Find 
out the meaning of " the law of mankind," " the up-bringing law of man- 
kind " (v. 19) ; (4) What is the meaning of the word " forever " so often 
repeated in accounts of Jehovah's covenant with David, with Abraham and 
with Israel (cf. Ps. 89 : 30-34 ; Lev. 26 : 44, 45 ; (5) Formulate your conclu- 
sions as to the Messianic character of this chapter ; (6) How is this prophecy 
an advance upon those which have preceded it, and how is it still further 
developed in later prophecies? (7) Show how disappointment as to its ful- 
fillment in its lower sense led to a higher and more spiritual hope. 

Sixth Step : David's Sin. 

David's Sin: Read closely chapters 11, 12 and Ps. 51, and consider (1) the pre- 
liminary circumstances leading up to the case ; (2) The character of David's 
treatment of Uriah ; (3) The marriage with Bath-sheba ; (4) The force and 
appropriateness of Nathan's parable ; (5) The prophet's sentence pronounced 
upon the king ; (6) The confession of David ; (7) The revocation of the sen- 
tence ; (8) The death of the child ; (9) How far David's conduct is extenuated 
in view of the customs and habits of the time ; (10) The different aspect 
which the case assumes in view of his acknowledgment of his sin, his con- 
fession, humiliation and repentance, his trust in Jehovah for forgiveness. 

* See Kirkpatrick's 2 Samuel, pp. 46, 47. 

t See Professor Beecher's presentation of this view In The Old Testament Student, Vol. VII. 



